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Alfred de Zayas is a former UN
Independent Expert on the Promotion
of a democratic and equitable
international order (2012-18), former
senior lawyer with the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Secretary of the UN Human Rights
Committee and Chief of the Petitions
Department (registrar). He grew up in
Chicago, holds a J.D. from Harvard Law
School and a Ph.D., modern history
from University of Géttingen. He was a
Fulbright Graduate Fellow in Germany.
A retired member of the New York and
Florida Bar, and President of PEN
International, Centre Suisse romand
2006-9 and again 2013-17, he is the
author of 9 books and more than 200
scholarly articles.

“Alfred de Zayas is a gifted human rights lawyer who,
alongside Jakob Moller, pioneered the development
of UN human rights jurisprudence. He was a dynamic
Special Rapporteur, as is evidenced by his Principles
for a Democratic and Equitable International Order.”
—BERTRAND RAMCHARAN, Acting UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights 2002-2004

“The 25 Zayas Principles of International Order

are a modern Magna Carta. If implemented by the
international community, they would help ensure

peace with social justice in the 21st century. Pursuant
to the UN Charter member States bear responsibility
for future generations. Hence, they should take
concrete measures to achieve this rules-based order in
international solidarity.”

—MARIA FERNANDA ESPINOSA, President of the
73rd session of the UN General Assembly, 2018-18

“Zayas proposes a new functional paradigm of human
rights for all. His elaboration on principles and on

how to apply international law uniformly is a welcome
contribution to a necessary debate on the foundations
of a just international order.”

—PROFESSOR DR.CARLOS CORREA, University of
Buenos Aires, Executive Director of South Centre

“This book goes to the sources of law and justice
and proposes pragmatic solutions to many problems,
including those of Indigenous Peoples.”

—SHARON H. VENNE, Notokwew Muskwa
Manitokan, Expert in International Law and
Indigenous Peoples

“This lucid, hands-on, independent, pragmatic study
is a mode d’emploi for achieving a rules-based
international order under the UN Charter.”
—PROFESSOR CARLOS VILLAN DURAN,
President of the Spanish Society for International
Human Rights Law
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